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Summary

Atroospheric mercury was collected by the
silver amalgam method and analysed by flameless
atomic absorption spectroscopy. The distribu-
tion of atmospheric mercury was investigated
at several locations in Japan, which have dif-
ferent environments. The amount of atmos-
pheric mercury collected in the ambient air rang:
ed from 0.001 ta 0.021 ug/m?, except in areas in-
volving volcanos, geothermal power plants or
hot springs. [t ranged from 0.012 to 0.066 pg/m®
in the voleano Sakurazima area, showing a velue
higher than the background level. In the geother-
mal power plant and hot spring areas, it wasa
little higher than the average level. It seemed
that there was no significant difference between
the rural areas such as Nomogaki and Kuriyama
intended as a background area and the urban
areas.
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