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Feeding preference of roof rats, Rattus rattus to
several food materials
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(8) M fish meal (8% I —0)
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“"Table 1

Cent. Neo. 9.

1982

The consumption of eight food materials by roof rat.s
reared freely in an experimental hut )

food materials total cog);;mption* az’;;?gg;(g{%?g;i;; rate of éz;;):eptance
uncleaned rice 1,229 ' 250 ’ 31.9
peanut 794 1.67 24.5
crumb 444 0.94 13.8
canary seed . 418 0.88 12.9
powdered bait ' 139 0.2¢ 42
flour 137 0.29 = ‘ 4.2
coconut 81 0.17 2.5
fish meal 4] [t} o
totat 3,240 6.83 100,

¥ This experiment was carried out for 36days, using 1%roof rats,
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_ _Smﬁmary _

Feeding preference ‘to several food materials
was investigated using roof rais, Ratius ratius,:
which were reared freely in an experimental .
hut.

The results show that the daﬂy consumptson per
100 g B. W of roof rats was poorer” than “that
of Norway rats, R. norvegicus, and of the eight -
food materials tested, uncleaned rice: was the -

most acceptable, with an acceptance rate of 37.9. :
9. Secondly, the rates for peanuts, crumbs"f .

and canary seeds ‘also showed: relatively “high
acceptance.

more by roof rats than by Norway rats.-

On the other hand,. those for poweis
dered feed, flour and coconut were. low and i
particular, fish meal was not accepted at all, o
The present results confirmed the previous znfor?_ L

mation that vegetable matter was pmfered much=_ L



